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the fathomless heart of the Alvar. A few instances may
be cited. The dark curly locks of hair of the Nayaka
are taken up for explanation. Their colour is like that
of collyrium and they are also fragrant. Those who apply
this collyrium to their eyes wiU be able to visualise
everything. In other words the sight of the dark curls
acts as the siddhanjana. These locks touch the shoulders
of the Nayaka and Paras ara explains that the Nayika
;ould see only this phenomenon first. The Nayaka could
[lot face her straight being smitten by love for her and
^or which reason he himself came there under the pretext
:>f hunting. To keep himself engaged in this pretentious
ict of hunting, he began to search for the animal in
md around the bushes. It is then that our Nayika had
he first glimpse of the Nayaka's dangling dark locks
)f hair touching his shoulders. As for the fragrance of
hese locks of hair, Parasara presumes that they must
lave derived it from, the Tulasi decorating his hair, or
Lcquired it from the garlands offered by Andal after having
iecorated herself with them.

The two ear-ornaments of the Nayaka are described
Lext. They have the motif of fish and by their brilliance
hey illuminate even the face of the Nayaka which is
otherwise 'dimmed' by his hair. While the ear-ornaments
an be of several shapes as those offish (makara}, peacock
mayura) and swan [hamsa]^ the ones decorating the
layaka^s ears are fish-shaped. This, according to Parasara,
hows that makara has a special significance with the
Jayaka being the emblem of Manmatha (who is the son
f Lord Visnu). Against the black background of the
air these ear-rings are like fish bouncing up in the waves
f an ocean. In fact it would be difficult for one to
ay as to which forms the source of beauty for the other
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